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Answer: 
Jesus rose from the dead on the first Sunday following the 
feast of Passover. The date of Passover is a complicated 
thing. Theoretically, the date should be the 14th of the Jew-
ish month of Nisan, and it should correspond to a full moon 
(the Jewish calendar being partly lunar). In practice, it did-
n’t always work out that way. The month-moon cycles got 
out of synch, and sometimes feasts would be held on a 
“liturgical” full moon even when it was not an astronomi-
cal full moon. As a result, rabbis periodically had to an-
nounce when Passover would be celebrated. 
 

Christians didn’t like being dependent on the pronounce-
ments of rabbis for how to celebrate Christian feasts, so they came up with another way of determining the 
date. They decided that Easter would be celebrated on the first Sunday after (never on) the Paschal full moon. 
 

Theoretically, the Paschal full moon is the first full moon occurring on or after the spring equinox. However, 
this day can be reckoned in different ways. One way is by looking at the sky, which yields the astronomical 
spring equinox. But since this shifts from year to year, most people follow the calendrical spring equinox, 
which is reckoned as March 21. 
 

On the Gregorian calendar (the one that we use), Easter is the first Sunday after the Paschal full moon, which 
is the first full moon on or after March 21. Easter thus always falls between March 22 and April 25. 
Now, to find Palm Sunday (the sixth Sunday of Lent) you start with the date of Easter and back up one week: 
It is the Sunday before Easter Sunday. To find Ash Wednesday, you start with the date of Easter Sunday, back 
up six weeks (that gives you the first Sunday of Lent), and then back up four more days: Ash Wednesday is 
the Wednesday before the first Sunday of Lent.                                                                    www.catholic.com 
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Holy Week Events 

Palm Sunday-March 28t: We will celebrate Jesus’ triumphal entry into  
Jerusalem at both worship services that weekend. 

Maundy Thursday-April 1st:We will commemorate this event with a  
Communion Service at 6:00 pm. 

Good Friday-April 2nd: We will be reminded of Christ’s death on the cross  
during service at 6:00 pm.  

EASTER-April 4th: We will celebrate this glorious day of resurrection during 
worship at 9:00 am outside (weather permitting).  There will be no Sunday 
School or Saturday nit worship this weekend.  Watch for more details during 
church and on website or Facebook page. 
 

There will be No Holy Week Services by the  
Sparta Community of Christian Churches due to COVID 19 concerns. 

Question: 
How is Easter Sunday determined?  

Palm Sunday? Ash Wednesday? 

MARCH 2021 

https://www.catholic.com/magazine/online-edition/the-easter-apologetics-trifecta
https://www.catholic.com/magazine/online-edition/why-is-christmas-day-fixed-but-easter-moveable-a-radio-reply
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Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing 
love; according to your great compassion blot out my 
transgressions. Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse  
me from my sin. For I know my transgressions, and my 
sin is always before me…Create in me a pure heart, O 

God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me.  Do not cast me from your presence or take your 
Holy Spirit from me.  Restore to me the joy of your salvation and grant me a willing spirit, to 
sustain me.”      Psalm 51:1-3, 10-12 

 

The above passage of scripture is a psalm of David. It occurs when the prophet Nathan came 
to him after David had committed adultery with Bathsheba.  David is made aware of his 
transgressions and comes to term with them. 

We, like David, are often aware of our transgressions or “sins”.  Sometimes we are keenly 
aware of them and struggle with them on a daily basis.  Our sins before us but take heart we 
can ask God to help us.  He and he alone can create in us a clean heart, a renewed steadfast 
spirit.  He alone can restore our spirit of joy and sustain us. 

In the fallen world in which we live today, it is important to recognize where our help does 
come form indeed.  There are many entities that promise us many things.  But it is only God 
who can truly change and care for us.  

During this season of Lent, listen for God to speak to you.  Listen to what he has to say about 
your sins.  He will give you the opportunity to change them for good.  He is willing to do this 
over and over again, no matter how many times it takes.  That’s how much he loves us.  No 
matter how many times we go to him, he is there to listen and help those who are his beloved 
children.  What a mighty God we serve!  Can I get an amen. 

My prayer is that during your Lenten journey this year you will draw even closer to God and 
he will sustain you for the rest of your life. 

 

God’s abundant blessings— 

Pastor Randy 

Cell: 217-520-5267 

Email: Rmcgeehon@gmail.com 
 

 
 
 
 

Missions for March:  
We will be collecting  
$10 for haircuts for  

Back to School Looking Cool! 
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World Day of Prayer—March 5, 2021 
 

The World Day of Prayer is an international ecumenical Christian laywomen’s initiative. 

It is run under the motto “Informed Prayer and Prayerful Action,” and is celebrated annu-

ally in over 170 countries on the first Friday in March. The movement aims to bring to-

gether women of various races, cultures and traditions in a yearly common Day of Prayer, 

as well as in closer fellowship, understanding and action throughout the year. 

 

 The World Day of Prayer 2021 host country is Vanuatu and the theme is “ Build on a Strong Foundation ”. 

The Program written by the World Day of Prayer Committee of Vanuatu will focus on Matthew 7:24-17 

(NIV), The Wise and Foolish Builders. 

 
UMCOR Sunday is March 14, 2021 

 
What is UMCOR Sunday? 
In 2016 General Conference approved the name change of the One Great Hour of Sharing special Sunday to 
UMCOR Sunday. UMCOR Sunday is one of six churchwide Special Sundays with offerings of The United 
Methodist Church. UMCOR Sunday calls United Methodists to share the goodness of life with those who 
hurt. Your gifts to UMCOR Sunday lay the foundation for the United Methodist Committee on Relief 
(UMCOR) to share God’s love with communities everywhere. The special offering underwrites UMCOR’s 
“costs of doing business.” This helps UMCOR to keep the promise that 100 percent of any gift to a specific 
UMCOR project will go toward that project, not administrative costs. 
 
What is UMCOR? 
UMCOR is the humanitarian arm of The United Methodist Church. UMCOR’s work reaches people in more 
than 80 countries, including the United States. UMCOR provides humanitarian relief when war, conflict or 
natural disaster disrupts life to such an extent that communities cannot recover on their own. Learn more 
at www.umcor.org. 
 
When do we celebrate UMCOR Sunday? 
United Methodists celebrate UMCOR Sunday on the Fourth Sunday in Lent. 
 
How does The United Methodist Church distribute the offerings received on UMCOR Sunday? 
The treasurer of the General Council on Finance and Administration remits net receipts, after payment of 
promotional expenses, to the General Board of Global Ministries for UMCOR administrative and operational 
expenses. 
 
How do I give to the UMCOR Sunday? 
Mark your checks UMCOR and put with your offering that day. 

 
 
 

Date General 

Budget 

Capital 

Campaign 

Other Total For  

the Week 

01.31.21 $3,420.06 $563.39 $139.22 $4,047.67 

02.07.21 $3,102.46 $527.50 $212.22 $3,842.18 

02.14.21 $3,308.20 $719.02 $39.22 $4,066.44 

02.21.21 $5,693.60 $10.00 $328.70 $6,032.30 

Total for Year to Date for General Budget: $26,683.36 

Sunday School classes 
need to turn in their 
2020 Bank Statements 

for the audit . 

http://www.umcor.org/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_Day_of_Prayer
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By Saving Grace On February 23, 2021 
Leading Ideas 
 Email Twitter Google+ Pinterest LinkedIn Tumblr Print 

The Christian faith invites us to think about 
giving in new and countercultural ways. Giv-
ing faithfully and for the right reasons puts us 
in alignment with God’s purposes and brings 
joy. 
Our consumer culture sends us many messages about 
what it means to give and give well. Believing these 
messages draws us away from the faithful way, and in 
doing so, it keeps us from experiencing the joy of gener-
osity that God has in mind for us. 
When we give, we become more of who God designed 
us to be. Simply put, giving changes the lives of not only 
those who receive, but also those who give. 
 

What our consumer culture says about giving 
1. Give if it benefits you. 
One of these messages is, “Give if it benefits you.” We 
are responding to this message when the primary motiva-
tion for our giving is being recognized for our generosity 
or when we give as a tax benefit, or if our giving is to 
gain influence or notoriety. 
 

2. Give to get. 
At its worst, the message becomes, “Give to get.” This 
attitude can even infect our spiritual life when we be-
lieve that our giving is a kind of inducement for God to 
give us back more. This “prosperity gospel” message has 
even worked its way into some churches. 
 

3. Give if there is anything left over. 
Another message we hear is, “Give if there is anything 
left over.” For the vast majority of people, giving comes 
last in our financial habits. It has been documented that 
during the most prosperous periods in our recent history, 
a strange counterintuitive thing happened — giving actu-
ally decreased as a percentage of income, income in-
creased but spending consumed the additional income. 
For many, giving is an afterthought rather than a priority. 
 

4. Give out of a sense of duty. 
Yet another message we take in is, “Give out of a sense 
of duty.” Our consumer culture, and sometimes even our 
churches will guilt us into feeling that we have a duty to 
give something. The Lord does ask us to give to those 
who need it, but God is also concerned about why we 
give. Giving out of duty or guilt is an empty gesture and 
different from generous giving which comes from the 
heart. 
 

What faith says about giving 
The Bible characterizes those who give out of a desire 
to grow in their discipleship as “generous.” A generous 
giver is one who gives with a joyful attitude and a com-
passionate heart. Just as a body of water without an 
outlet becomes stagnant, a life without an outlet for 
giving becomes a stagnant life. Giving is the channel 
through which God’s love, compassion, and generosity 
can flow through us. 
 

When we give, we become more of who God designed 
us to be. Created in God’s image, we are made to live 
in connection and community with others and to share 
a portion of what we have with others. Simply put, giv-
ing changes the lives of not only those who receive, but 
also those who give. 
 

1. Faithful giving is a response to God’s goodness. 
God calls us to give in response to God’s goodness. 
James 1:17 says, “Every good gift, every perfect gift 
comes from above. These gifts come down from the 
Father, the creator of the heavenly lights, in whose 
character there is no change at all.” Our Creator gives 
us good things, and so our giving is simply a way to 
say, “Thank you. I’m so grateful.” An important way 
we show our gratefulness is by making our giving the 
first obligation of our income. The Old Testament re-
fers to that as “first fruits” giving (Leviticus 23:10 and 
others). 
 

2. Faithful giving acknowledges God as our source 
of security. 
Second, God is our source of security. In Matthew 6:19
-21, Jesus warned his followers not to store up treas-
ures here on earth, where they can be eaten by moths, 
get rusty, and where thieves break in and steal (or 
where one economic downturn can wipe them out). In-
stead, they should store up treasures in heaven. Anoth-
er way to think of it is not to put your security in 
wealth, but in the Provider of wealth — not in the gift, 
but in the Giver. 
 

3. Faithful giving furthers God’s justice. 
A third reason God calls us to give is because God 
cares about economic justice. The growing inequality 
of resource distribution is one of the great issues facing 
our world today, and it is creating much conflict in the 
world. Throughout the Scriptures, material blessing has 
been linked to obedience, particularly in reference to 
justice and compassion for the poor. If God has blessed 
us beyond what we need, it’s so we can help those less 
fortunate, not just to increase our standard of living. 
We are called to love. We can give without loving, but 
we cannot love without giving. 

Continued on page 5 

 Giving for the Right Reasons 

https://www.churchleadership.com/author/saving-grace/
https://www.churchleadership.com/category/leading-ideas/
mailto:?subject=Giving%20for%20the%20Right%20Reasons&body=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.churchleadership.com%2Fleading-ideas%2Fgiving-for-the-right-reasons%2F
http://twitter.com/home?status=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.churchleadership.com%2Fleading-ideas%2Fgiving-for-the-right-reasons%2F
http://plus.google.com/share?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.churchleadership.com%2Fleading-ideas%2Fgiving-for-the-right-reasons%2F
http://pinterest.com/pin/create/button/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.churchleadership.com%2Fleading-ideas%2Fgiving-for-the-right-reasons%2F&media=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.churchleadership.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2021%2F02%2Fgiving-right-reasons.png
http://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.churchleadership.com%2Fleading-ideas%2Fgiving-for-the-right-reasons%2F
http://www.tumblr.com/share/link?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.churchleadership.com%2Fleading-ideas%2Fgiving-for-the-right-reasons%2F&name=Giving+for+the+Right+Reasons
https://www.churchleadership.com/leading-ideas/giving-for-the-right-reasons/


 PAGE 5 THE LAMPLIGHTER 

4. Faithful giving blesses us and others. 
Another reason God wants us to give is to bless others and to be blessed. The relationship between giving and 
blessing goes all the way back to God’s original covenant with Abraham. In Genesis 12:2-3, God tells Abraham 
that he and his spouse are being blessed in part so that they can be a blessing to others. We miss that joy and bless-
ing in our own lives when we hold on to what we have rather than sharing freely with others. 

5. Faithful giving breaks the hold money can have over us. 
A final and very important reason for giving is that it breaks the hold money can so easily have on us. Money often 
equals power, and money can demand our allegiance. When I release money by giving it away, it breaks the hold 
money can have over me. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
 

† POWER POINT PRESENTATIONER 
Job Description: 
A Power point presentationer will need to be  at the church 15 minutes prior to wor-
ship to start up equipment. Be able to run the power point throughout the service 
and then shut down equipment after service.  No experience needed we can train. 
Immediate opening. 
 

† VIDEOGRAPHER 
Job Description: 
A Videographer will need to be  at the church 15 
minutes prior to worship to start up equipment. Be able 
to run the camera throughout the service and then shut 
down the camera after service.  No experience needed 
we can train. Immediate opening. 

 

† WEEKEND COUNTERS FOR OFFERING 
Job Description: 
We need an extra team member to help with counting after 
worship service. Different teams rotate throughout the calen-
dar year. Contact Linda Bird on Sundays if interested.  

 

 
We are in need of these volunteers immediately to 
help with these positions. We are currently working on schedules for 
these positions and if you are interested please contact the office or  

Pastor Randy immediately.  
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 
6 pm Trustees 

2 
 

3 
3 pm God’s Gifts 

4 5 World 
Day of 
Prayer 
 

6 
 

7 Third Sunday of Lent 8 
7 pm Ad Council  
Meeting 

9 
 

10 
3 pm God’s Gifts 
6pm NOW 
Comm. 

11 12 
 

13 
 

14 Fourth Sunday of     
                 Lent 
Daylight Savings Time 

15 
 

16 
 

17 St. Patrick's 
Day 
3 pm God’s Gifts 
6pm NOW 
Comm. 

18 19 
 

20 
First Day of 
Spring 

21Fifth Sunday of Lent 
 

22 
 

23 24 
3 pm God’s Gifts 
6pm NOW 
Comm. 

25 
Lamplighter 
Mailed out 

26 27 

28  Palm Sunday 
 

29 30 31 
3 pm God’s Gifts 
6pm NOW 
Comm. 

   

Saturday Schedule 
5:00 pm Worship 
Sunday Schedule 
9:30 am Sunday School 
10:00 am Worship 

Office Hours:  
Mon, Wed, Friday 8:30 - 1:30 pm 
Phone (618) 443-3714 
Email: spartafumc@yahoo.com       

Daylight Savings time Begins on Sunday March 14, 2021.   
 
    Don’t forget to SPRING forward by 
        setting your clocks ahead 1 hour. 
 
      March 20- First day of Spring!!!   

 
God’s Gifts will be meeting on Wednesday at 3:00 pm weather permitting. 

 
 

 

Holy Week 



HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
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3/1 Jonathan Hill 
 Jessica Krause 
3/2 Jessica Schupbach 
3/3 Rita Sickmeyer 
 Rory Wilson 
3/4 Fred Guebert 
 Nancy Howell 
 Bob Odom 
3/6 Larry Rosenthal 
 Tom Seals 
3/7 Brian Bauer 
 Emma Cash 
3/8 Marty Patton 
3/9 Owen Jacobus 
 Aaron Stork 
3/10 Debbie Baird 
 Taylor  Henley 
 Joan Teopvich 
 Angie Wilson 
3/12 Annabelle Badolato 
 Mae Britt 
 Kristie Juenger 
3/13 J. D. Guebert 
 Michelle Haury 
 Andrew Henry 
 Cindy Sickmeyer 
 Sydnie Smith 
3/14 Mary Ella Deppe 
 Cathy Norton 
3/15 Sharon Beckley 
 Jaxon Miles 
 Layla Miles 
3/17 Hailey Clendenin 
3/18 Charles Bird 
3/19 Dale Berry 
 Phillip Bird 
 Becky Sickmeyer 
3/20 Sydney Castens 
3/21 Tammy Craft 
3/22 Bob Taylor 
3/23 Chelsey Rush 
3/25 Warren Gerlach 
3/26 Kenny Baird 
3/26 Cassie Boucher 
3/28 Eddie Gailey 
3/29 Nancy Stork 
 Jamie Woodworth 
3/30 Hannah Bouas 
3/30 Julie Juenger 
3/30 Carol Volkmer 
3/31 Rachel Wilson 

“For  I know the plans I 
have for you declares the 
Lord, plans to give you  
a future and a hope”  
          Jeremiah 29:11 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 

3/11   Dan & Tam Cowan 
3/21   Don & Sara Bixby 
3/26   Frank & Sharon Beckley 

 If you would like to be apart of the prayer chain 
please call Elaine Hargis at 443-3205 or email 
her at ejhargis4@gmail.com. Always remember 
to update us with any email changes. 

 

Joys:  Back in Church, Valentine Ministry, 
Sunshine 
 
 

Concerns: Family Roland Wittenborn, Family of Shirley Stahlman, Family of 

Charles Ledendecker,  Don Ashley, Edith Huddleston, Rose Walters, Steve Wil-
son, Jenny Glasco, Bill Schwartz, People of Texas, those with Covid, those who 
have lost a loved one to Covid, that vaccinations begin to happen in a more 

steady manner, our Country finds peace and unity. 

 
Words of Gratitude:  
Dear Church Family, Lee and I would like to thank you for all the valentines, 
notes and candy we received.  It was so nice of you to think of us.  This is such a 
great ministry the church provides.  Want to say hello to everyone and thank you 
again for your thoughtfulness. Fondest Regards, Lee & Shirley Trost. 
 
Thank you so much for remembering me on Valentines Day! -Virginia Bicket 
 
 I would like to thank everyone for the Valentines.—Bertha Becker 
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Good News of Great Joy!!!  

We are able to resume in-person worship at 25% capacity. 

Saturday Worship, Sunday School, and Sunday Worship have resumed! 

Holy Week Events 

Palm Sunday-March 28t: We will celebrate Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem at both 
worship services that weekend. 

Maundy Thursday-April 1st:We will commemorate this event with a Communion  
Service at 6:00 pm. 

Good Friday-April 2nd: We will be reminded of Christ’s death on the cross during  
service at 6:00 pm.  

EASTER-April 4th: We will celebrate this glorious day of resurrection during worship at 
9:00 am outside (weather permitting).  There will be no Sunday School or Saturday nit 
worship this weekend.  Watch for more details during church and on website or  
Facebook page. 

 
There will be No Holy Week Services by the  

Sparta Community of Christian Churches due to COVID 19 concerns. 


